April 2016

Inner Space Center News
From ISC Mission Control...
Happy Spring! Our August 2016 Ocean Science Exploration Camp is nearly full! Camp
is limited to 20 campers, so sign up today! Don't forget to tune into the live stream
from the NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer, as they map and explore the waters off
the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument - watch live on the ISC site. And
lastly, we are excited to offer a special promotional discount for any education
programs booked by April 30, 2016! More information is available below.

Staff Spotlight
Meet Andrea Gingras, the Inner Space Center's Manager of Ocean
Science Education. In this role she manages several grant-funded
education projects and coordinates the ISC's education
initiatives. Andrea has been working in the informal marine education
field for over 15 years. Since receiving her B.S. in Marine Biology from
the University of Rhode Island in 2001, she has been engaged in
marine and environmental science education and outreach, specifically
working with educators and scientists. She has experience in planning
workshops and meetings, from the big to the small, at local and
national scales, as well as coordinating field, in-class, live-stream, and
camp-based programs for students. What is Andrea's favorite part of
ocean exploration? Connecting people with the real-time science!

2016 Ocean Science Exploration Camp

Registration is open! The 2016 Inner Space Center's Ocean Science
Exploration Camp will be held Monday, August 15 - Friday, August
19, 2016, and will focus on chemical oceanography. Campers will
conduct field and lab-based experiments to learn about and measure
important water characteristics including temperature, salinity, pH,
turbidity, dissolved oxygen, and nutrient levels, as well as investigate
the potential impacts of climate change and marine pollutants on the
ocean ecosystem. Camp is intended for children 11-15 years old. If you have any questions, please
contact ISC Education Specialist, Holly Morin, by e-mail, holly_morin@uri.edu or phone, (401) 8746414.

#TBT - Throwback Thursday

During an expedition in 2011, in the Black Sea off the coast of Eregli,
Turkey, the crew of the E/V Nautilus discovered a 2,300 year-old
shipwreck site, which would later be named "Eregli E." This wreck held
many surprises, including multiple structures that represented different
shipbuilding and woodworking techniques, as well the discovery of
organic remains. The wreck also contained multiple types of amphora, a type of ceramic container
historically used for shipping goods, like olive oil and wine. One of the theories as to why the organic
matter was able remain in this area for so long was that it may have been buried under the sediment,
away from the animals that would normally eat it. However, when the team returned the next year to
potentially recover the organic material, there was no trace left. Scientists theorize that fishing activity
may have exposed the organic remains, making them available for consumption and susceptible to
breaking down.

Walk the Plank(ton) & Education Discount

The ocean's smallest living organisms, microbes and plankton, are the
most important, as they form the foundation to the marine food chain.
Over 75% of world's oxygen is produced by phytoplankton. Learn about
the diversity of ocean plankton, explore plankton adaptations, create
and test your own plankton design, and investigate plankton samples
from local waters.
The ISC has recently re-vamped our education programs, and we are
now offering more hands-on and interpretive activities on a variety of
topics. This month we are highlighting the Walk the Plank(ton)
program, which is offered April through October. This 45-minute
program, led by an ISC Education Specialist covers the topics of
plankton, adaptions, photosynthesis, and the marine food
chain/web. Activities may include building plankton nets, sampling and plankton identification, and
the "Great Plankton Race."
We are currently offering a $25 discount on any education programs booked by April 30, 2016. For
more information or to book an education program, please contact Romy Pizziconi, ISC
Communications Coordinator, romy@uri.edu or (401) 874-6119. Make sure you mention the code
"April25" for the special discount. For a complete listing and description of all ISC education
programs, please visit our website.

Global Ocean Science Education Workshop 2016

The 2016 Global Ocean Science Education (GOSE) Workshop is
confirmed for June 13-15, 2016 in Paris, France at UNESCO
Headquarters! Registration is now open. This year's workshop will
focus on Science, Education, Business, and Policy Roles in
Implementing International Policies Related to the Ocean, the
Ocean and Human Health, the Blue Economy and Workforce
Needs, and the Role of Informal Science Education Institutions on Policy. The workshop will
include an effective practices session on marine related citizen science co-led by COSEE and the
European Union's Sea Change Project. A draft agenda and more information are available on the
GOSE workshop website. See you in Paris!

Ship News

From March 23 to April 13, 2016, NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer will
conduct 24-hour mapping operations to explore the largely unknown
region surrounding the Wake Island Unit of the Pacific Remote Islands
Marine National Monument (PRIMNM). This is the first of three cruises
in the 2016 field season focused on deepwater exploration of the
PRIMNM. The ISC will be broadcasting live footage from the Okeanos
Explorer. You can watch live on the ISC website. For more information
on the 2016 Okeanos Explorer field season, please visit NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration and
Research's website.

ISC Partnership with Girl Scouts

The ISC is excited to announce a suite of ocean science education
programs being offered directly through Girl Scouts of Southern New
England (GSSNE). Program topics include hurricane science and
forecasting; plankton biology and ecology; and beach sand mysteries.
The ISC is also offering a badge in ocean exploration for those girls that
participate in our Ocean Science Exploration Club. Individual girls, or
whole troops, can register for these programs. Specific dates and
registration details are available through GSSNE website.
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